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 Nationwide High School Class Competition 

Science on the Move 2027 
    

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Science on the Move is the only nationwide Swiss program that challenges entire classes to conceive, build, 
document, and publicly present a self‑designed scientific project around an overarching theme, developing 
teamwork, creativity, and communication alongside scientific method. The project focuses on STEM (MINT) 
and 21st century skills and promotes interdisciplinarity and interactions between students and companies 
(primarily from the chemistry, pharmaceutical, and life-sciences sectors). Students with different strengths 
can contribute meaningfully to the project. 

 
Objective The objective of this competition is to empower students to create their own pro-

jects, develop a range of skills required in the workplace – such as posing their own 
questions, teamwork, problem-solving and creativity – and learn about the variety 
of career opportunities in the chemistry/pharmaceutical/life sciences industry.  

Target Group  Science on the Move is aimed at high school classes (level “Gymnasium”), one or 
two years prior to the Swiss Matura in all regions of Switzerland.  
To ensure equal chances for all language regions, all competition activities will be in 
English – the international language of science.  

Promoted Skills Success in Science on the Move depends on the whole class working together. Each 
student contributes their unique strengths – whether in science, creativity, commu-
nication, or organization. Tasks are shared, so everyone is involved, and a range of 
21st-century skills like collaboration, problem-solving, and adaptability are devel-
oped. Teamwork and inclusion are essential for achieving the competition’s goals. 

3-Stage Structure Stage 1 (Challenge): At school, classes develop their own projects on scientific 
questions using a hands-on scientific approach and applying the skills of the whole 
group. The project documentation is provided in different formats depending on 
the task set (e.g. poster, video clip). All submissions are evaluated by an evaluation 
team to select the top 10 classes. 

Stage 2 (Science Fairs): All participating classes visit a company where they present 
their results, discuss with company employees and gain insight into the activities 
and career opportunities at the companies in these fields.  

Stage 3 (Final Event): The top 10 classes selected from Stage 1 come together and 
present their project and the experiences they had while tackling the challenge in a 
creative five-minute live performance on stage. The winner is selected by an expert 
jury. 

Why Teachers Participate 

 Motivates students through a competition format 
 Empowers students to ask their own questions 
 Promotes collaboration and project-based learning 
 Strengthens communication, creativity and  

scientific thinking 
 Encourages interdisciplinary teaching 
 Offers visibility for students' achievements 
 Provides contact with companies and STEM  

professionals 

“…die einzigartige Gelegenheit, gemeinsam in 
einem grösseren Team auf ein gemeinsames 
Ziel hinzuarbeiten. Solche Kompetenzen wer-

den am Gymnasium viel zu selten geübt,  
obwohl sie in der Arbeitswelt von zentraler  

Bedeutung sind.” 

“…my students have probably learned more 
about laboratory work and science documenta-
tion than they would have with their three-year 

‘gymnasium’ course.” 
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The Challenge The topic of the 2027 edition is "Dancing Plants". Students will explore plant move-
ment – a phenomenon that often escapes our everyday perception. Using observa-
tion and scientific inquiry, and combining scientific, creative and technical ap-
proaches, they will investigate whether plant movements are random or follow rec-
ognizable patterns and translate their findings into a creative audiovisual piece. 

Teachers Teachers play a crucial role in Science on the Move. Besides coaching their stu-
dents, they encourage and motivate them throughout the stages of the competi-
tion. They should promote inclusion, creativity, innovation, confidence and fun, and 
empower students to handle their problems independently. They also provide guid-
ance and reassurance on research topics and methodology. It is also desirable that 
they provide logistical support, especially in Stage 3.  
Teachers are encouraged to act as coaches and facilitators. To ensure fairness, the 
scientific solutions developed during Stage 1 must be the students' own work. 

 

 

 Time Management Overall duration Stage 1 10 weeks  

 Workload Stage 1 & preparation for Stage 2 5 school days 

 Preparation for Stage 3 (only finalist classes) 4-5 weeks 

Team Leader Each class will select a team leader and a deputy team leader among the students. 
These two students will be the contacts for the “Science on the Move” organizers. 
Contact information of the teacher is also required. 

  

Participation in Practice  
✓ One teacher or several teachers 
✓ One class or students from different classes 
✓ Integration into existing lessons 
✓ External experts welcome 

Classes often work on the project across several subjects. For example, scientific investigations may take 
place in biology, chemistry, physics or informatics lessons, while communication, reports, presentations 
or videos can be developed in language or arts classes. Students may work in smaller teams with differ-
ent responsibilities and regularly share their progress with the whole class. Some schools involve several 
teachers from different disciplines, while others participate successfully with a single teacher and one 
class. Students may also form teams across classes if this can be organized logistically. We encourage 
students to seek advice from external experts, such as researchers or industry professionals, while de-
veloping their project. 



 
 
 
 
 

Science on the Move 2027 Project Description   3/5 

Stage 1 – Challenge  The challenge for Stage 1 will be published on www.simplyscience.ch on Tuesday, 
January 12th, 2027. The solutions and documenting material must be submitted ac-
cording to the specifications and time schedule provided by the organizers. 

Each class needs to keep an “Activity List” which records which student was or is 
responsible for each part or aspect of the work. Each student in the class must have 
participated at least once in Stage 1. We recommend that the classes organize 
themselves, assigning and sharing responsibilities among themselves. It is not nec-
essary for each student to be involved in every aspect of the challenge.  

Every participating class will receive a financial contribution of CHF 500.- for the 
material they need to fulfil the challenge.  

Stage 1 – Scoring All eligible submissions received on time will be reviewed and evaluated by the 
evaluation team. A scoring list will be provided together with the challenge showing 
the maximum points achievable for each task. The evaluation team will determine 
the top 10 classes.  

Stage 2 – Science Fairs  All classes will present their results at a Science Fair hosted by a company. This may 
take the form of a poster and/or a video. Company employees and apprentices will 
engage in discussions with the students about their results as well as about career 
pathways and opportunities in this industry sector; students will also gain insight 
into the company's field and range of activities.  

The exact format of each Science Fair may vary depending on the company's situa-
tion. Classes will be assigned to companies by SimplyScience. Science Fairs are or-
ganised by the companies in cooperation with SimplyScience. Travel is organized 
and financed by the classes. 

Stage 2 – Scoring This stage is all about interaction between students and professionals. Although it is 
obligatory to participate and present the work done in Stage 1, there will be no 
evaluation of the classes. Failure of a class to attend the Science Fair will result in 
the disqualification of the class. 

Stage 3 – Final Event The 10 top-rated classes will be announced on Friday, April 16th 2027. They will 
proceed to Stage 3 of the competition and take part in the Final Event on Friday, 
11th June 2027 (location to be defined). 

At the Final Event, the individual classes will each have to deliver a five-minute live 
performance on stage. The objective of the performance is for students to link, as 
imaginatively and convincingly as possible, their experiences during the first stage 
of the competition with the subject of this year's competition and the spirit of “Sci-
ence on the Move”.  
Music, literature, poetry, theatre, or a debate … anything goes. Homemade videos 
are welcome but may only be a part of the performance. A personal live perfor-
mance on stage is required. It is up to the class how many students will perform on 
stage.  
All performances will be judged by an expert jury according to the scoring aspects 
outlined below. 
Travel is organized and financed by the classes. 

Stage 3 – Scoring Content, relevance to the topic of Stage 1. Is the performance relevant to the 
topic? Are the aspects addressed relevant to the topic? 

Creativity, depth, level. Is the performance engaging? Is it creative? Is it thought-
ful? Is it thought-provoking? 

Persuasive power, enthusiasm and dedication. How convincing was the perfor-
mance? How much passion and dedication were shown? How strong was the will to 
win this competition as a team?  
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Side Competitions Best Visual Contribution: the classes will be asked to vote via e-mail for their fa-
vourite contribution. 

Best Insta-Post: the classes will be asked to report on their progress through a class 
Instagram account. The best posts chosen by the project team will receive a prize. 

Prizes 1st prize: a multi-day science field trip on Giglio Island (Italy), with an exciting sci-
ence program for the whole class and their teacher (organized by the project team) 
2nd prize: a three-day science field trip in Switzerland (organized by the class) 
3rd prize: a two-day science field trip in Switzerland (organized by the class) 
Best Performance (voting prize): cinema and pizza for the whole class 
Best Visual Contribution (voting prize): cinema and popcorn for the whole class 
Best Instagram post (x3): ice-cream for the whole class 
Participation gift: a hoodie for all participating students  
"Finisher" gadget: for all students from the top 10 classes 
Certificate of participation: for all participating classes  

Support We appreciate that taking part in this competition is a big commitment. To help you 
overcome any doubts or concerns, we offer virtual meetings where you can ask all 
your questions.  
In addition, a fellow teacher (we like to call her The Coach) with extensive experi-
ence in participating in Science on the Move will be happy to answer your questions 
about the competition from a teacher's perspective (see below for contact details).  
We strongly encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities if you are un-
familiar with Science on the Move. 

Timeline Application → Challenge → Science Fair → Final → Prizes 

 Application period September 2026 – January 3rd 2027 

 Virtual meeting (MS Teams) – Q&A 
In German, French or Italian 

To take part please complete survey form re-
ceived by e-mail  

 Stage 1 (work on challenge) January 12th 2027 – March 25th 2027 

 Class Voting  
"Best Visual Contribution" 

April 5th – 14th 2027 

 Stage 2 (Science Fairs) April 2027 (exact dates defined in January 2027) 

 Announcement top 10 classes Friday, April 16th 2027 

 Stage 3 (top 10 only) 

Preparation for Stage Performance 

Final event  

 

April 17th – June 10th 2027  

Friday, June 11th 2027 

 Science trip Giglio Island, Italy  
(1st prize) 

September 2027 (tbd: week 36 or 37) 

 2nd & 3rd prize  
(science trips) 

school year 2027 – 2028 
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Terms & Conditions  

 Only school classes in Switzerland are eligible for the competition.  
 Application to the competition is only possible with a class or a group of students.  
 The number of participating classes is limited, and they will be considered in the order of their ap-

plication. 
 Classes with more than 14 students will be prioritised. It is also possible to build a “new” class with 

teachers and students from different classes. 
 Only classes enrolled in the school year one or two years before the Matura at a Swiss “Gymna-

sium” are eligible for the competition.  
 Employees of the SimplyScience Foundation and members of the jury or the project team are not 

allowed to share any additional information about the competition with friends or teachers from 
any school. 

 Information on how your class performed in the competition as a whole will only be communicated 
after the end of the competition and only upon request.  

 Any appeal to a court of law is excluded.  
 Winning classes will be informed directly by the SimplyScience Foundation.  
 The exchange of prizes for cash or any other prize is not possible. 
 The 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize will be awarded to all students in the winning class and their lead teacher. 
 Participation in the competition is free. Classes must cover their own travel costs to the Science Fair 

and, for the top 10 teams, to the final event. Every participating class will receive a financial contri-
bution of CHF 500.- for the material they need to fulfil the challenge. 

 SimplyScience.ch is allowed to publish all photos and videos received or taken during the competi-
tion in any print or electronic media. 

 SimplyScience may cancel the competition at any time if the number of participating classes is low. 

By applying for this competition, each person agrees to the terms and conditions stated above. 

 

About SimplyScience  

Science on the Move is developed and organized by the SimplyScience Foundation. The project team and 
evaluation team comprise SimplyScience staff members and external experts. The jury at the final event is 
composed of external experts. 
 
The SimplyScience Foundation, founded in 2010, is an initiative led by scienceindustries. Its mission is to 
foster a deeper understanding of scientific and technological topics among children and teenagers, while 
also informing them about educational and career opportunities. To achieve this, SimplyScience brings to-
gether the efforts of industry, schools, universities, associations, and other partners. 
 
SimplyScience regularly hosts workshops and hands-on experiment stations at public events, organises 
class competitions, develops teaching materials, and supports the ongoing training of educators. Acting as a 
central hub, the SimplyScience.ch website highlights these activities and offers a comprehensive range of 
information on science-related topics. 

CONTACTS 

General Questions Sarah Menzi (Project Manager)  
scienceonthemove@simplyscience.chg  
+41 (0) 44 368 17 48 

Coach for teachers  Daniela Weber  
daniela.weber@kst.ch 


